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The Aviation Technology program at the Vocational-
Technical Institute is fully approved by the Federal
Aviation Agency (FAA) to offer ground school and
flight, aircraft maintenance, and aviation electronic
courses which cover the essential elements that are in-
volved in this highly specialized industry. Students are
trained for the field of aviation maintenance and opera-
tions, air carrier operations, and aviation electronics. At
the present time students may select one of three options
of specialization: maintenance technician, professional
pilot, or aviation electronics.

Career Opportunities

The airlines and general aviation constitute an in-
dustry that requires large organizations staffed by highly
skilled technicians. The industry has grown at such an
unprecedented rate in the last decade that it is now
faced with a serious shortage of properly trained aviation
technicians. Men are needed who possess a wide range
of knowledge and abilities which require training in
general education as well as special technical training.

The aviation maintenance technician option is de-
signed primarily to fill the great demand for airline
maintenance technicians, general aviation maintenance
personnel, and careers in industry which require knowl-
edge of aircraft maintenance practices.

The professional pilot option is designed primarily for
those who choose careers as airline flight officers, execu-

tive aircraft pilots, flight instructors, and air taxi opera-
tors.

The aviation electronics option is for those who desire
careers as airline and general aviation technicians on
the complex electronics equipment carried on today’s
modern aircraft, and to fulfill the needs of the manu-
facturers of this equipment.

High School Preparation

The high school graduate, who wishes to pursue the
Aviation Technology program, should have demonstrated
an aptitude in English, mathematics, social sciences and
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a reasonable degree of mechanical aptitude. The avia-
tion technician’s preparation permits him to function in
the areas between the professional engineer and the
skilled production worker. The degree of one’s leadership
in the field of aviation technology depends upon the ex-
tent of his general education background, related infor-
mation and technical competence.
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What To Study

The maintenance technician, professional pilot, and
the aviation electronics options each lead to the Associ-
ate Degree in Technology and qualify the student to ob-
tain licenses from the Federal Communications Com-
mission or airman’s certificates from the Federal Avia-
tion Agency according to the option in which he is en-
rolled.

Because of the intensity of these programs, each can-
didate must complete a minimum of 96 hours credit in
approved courses. Of the 96 credit hours, approximately
68 credit hours are devoted directly to the option de-
sired. The remainder of the courses consist of a re-
quired sequence of English composition, speech, techni-
cal writing, mathematics, psychology, government, and
labor management relations.

Financial Assistance To Students

Financial help for students is available for those meet-
ing certain scholastic requirements and need standards
through the University’s scholarship, loan, and work
programs. Incoming students should not expect to meet
all their college expenses from these sources. The Stu-
dent Work Program serves two major purposes. It pro-
vides financial assistance in the form of part-time em-
ployment; and it provides work experience which relates,
if possible, to the student’s academic program. The kind
of training and length of the programs are determined
by the employing unit in cooperation with the Student
Work Office.

Illinois Military Scholarships are available for those
who qualify. These scholarships cover tuition, activity
fees, and graduation fee. Information concerning finan-
cial assistance and scholarships may be obtained by
securing a Financial Assistance Bulletin, from Central
Publications, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale,
Illinois 62901.

Student Activities

The University provides a great number of activities
and organizations for the student’s recreation and further
development of his abilities both socially and academ-
ically. One of these organizations is the Alpha Eta Rho
International Aviation Fraternity. Students enrolled in
the Aviation Technology program are eligible for mem-
bership in this International Aviation Fraternity.

Admission

Students desiring complete information concerning
admission to the University should read carefully the of-
ficial admission policy appearing in the Undergraduate
Catalog.

For further information write to:

E. J. Simon, Dean

University Technical and Adult Education
Southern Illinois University

Carbondale, Illinois 62901
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